
COUNCIL MINUTES/CLAIMS CITY OF ELLSWORTH November 10, 2025   
 
 
The Ellsworth City Council met in regular session at 6:02 p.m. at City Hall on November 10, 2025, with Mayor Yager 
presiding, and the following council members present:  Phipps, Funk, Olson, Sogard, and Holden. Also in attendance 
were Brian Zimmerman and Ashley Platte.          
AGENDA APPROVAL: Motion by Olson, seconded by Sogard to approve the agenda. Roll call votes 5-0.  Motion carried. 
 
CONSENT AGENDA: Motion by Funk, seconded by Olson to approve the following items listed on the consent agenda: 

a. Motion to approve October 28, 2025 council minutes.  

b. Motion to approve November 10, 2025 payment of claims.  

Roll call votes 5-0. Motion carried and claims hereby made a portion of these minutes. 
 
PUBLIC FORUM: None Present  
FUNKS FUNNY FARM ANIMAL VARIANCE REQUEST: Motion by Holden and seconded by Olson to increase the variance 
in fowl/animal from 5 goats to 10 goats, 2 horses, and 20 total fowl.  Roll call votes 4-0, Funk abstaining.  
PUBLIC WORKS: 

a. Backhoe snow pusher: Motion to keep and purchase snow pusher for new backhoe of $17,250, ordered by 
Public Works Supervisor Vanlangen to avoid shipping return of $1000 and re-stock fee of $4000 by Funk, and 
seconded by Phipps.  Individual roll call votes:  Funk Aye, Phipps Aye, Holden Nay, Olson Aye, and Sogard 
Nay.  3-2.  Motion carried. 

BACKHOE SEALED BID APPROVAL: Motion by Funk and second by Sogard to approve the backhoe sealed bid of 
$16,789.00 and sealed bid of $2500 for the Hiniker plows. Roll call votes 5-0.  Motion carried.  
ADDITIONAL BINGO EMPLOYEES: Motion by Funk and seconded by Sogard to offer table and chair tear-down and set-
up contract to Ashley Platte and family, tear-down happening by Sunday at 3pm and set-up by Saturday noon, contract 
to last until March 1st, 2026. Roll call votes 5-0.  Motion carried.  
MIDAS CDBG CITY SURVEY:  Motion by Funk and seconded by Holden to participate in a council and city staff-led survey 
with the help of MIDAS to pursue CDBG grant eligibility for Watertower funding. Roll call votes 5-0.  Motion carried.  
WATERTOWER DISCUSSION: No action taken 
ELECTRIC RATE STUDY – MIDLAND/IAMU:  Motion by Funk and second by Olson to approve up to $3000 matching city 
contribution for electric rate study, prior to energy cost increases in January 2026.  Roll call votes 5-0.  Motion carried 
E-BIKE ORDINANCE: Tabled  
ECA:  NONE PRESENT 
LIBRARY: Mayer Yager and Clerk Eckers attended the November 6th Library Board meeting to discuss the historic 
Ellsworth Study Club quilt.  Clerk Eckers presented the board with newspaper articles stating the quilt was donated to 
the City of Ellsworth originally. The library Board agreed to rebuild the frame with plexiglass and the quilt will be 
mounted in City Hall.  
FIRE/EMS: NONE PRESENT 
CITY HALL UPDATES: None 
ADJOURNMENT: Mayor Yager called for adjournment.  Motion by Funk and seconded by Olson to adjourn.  Roll call 
votes 5-0.  Motion carried. Meeting adjourned at 8:21 pm.  
    

                                                                          
/s/ Dolorus Yager, Mayor 
/s/ Heidi Eckers, City Clerk   

  
 
X_________________________________                 X_____________________________ 
Dolorus Yager, Mayor                                                        Heidi Eckers, City Clerk 


