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COUNCIL MINUTES/CLAIMS CITY OF ELLSWORTH March 24, 2026

The Ellsworth City Council met in regular session at 6:01 pm at City Hall on March 24, 2026, with Mayor Anksorus
presiding, and the following council members present: Funk, Olson, Phipps, and Jensen. Also in attendance were Ashley
Platte, Brittany Williams, Brian Zimmerman, Pastor Jon Rollefson, representatives from JT Remodeling, Beaver Builders
Construction, and Empire Realty.

AGENDA APPROVAL: Motion by Olson, seconded by Jensen to approve the agenda. Roll call votes 4-0. Motion carried.

CONSENT AGENDA: Motion by Funk and seconded by Phipps to approve the following items listed on the consent
agenda:
a. Motion to approve March 10, 2026 council minutes.

b. Motion to approve March 24, 2026 payment of claims.

Roll call votes 4-0. Motion carried, and claims hereby made a portion of these minutes.

PUBLIC FORUM: Representatives from JT Remodeling, Beaver Builders Construction, and Empire Realty (Boone IA) were
present to introduce themselves as a small, personal, and eager group willing to converse with the city on many aspects
of the current housing shortage/needs. Pastor Jon Rollefson was present to inform the Council of an upcoming human
trafficking awareness event hosted by Trinity Lutheran Church in Ellsworth on April 7" at 7 pm.
REP EDDIE ANDREWS: Not present
DISCUSSION AND POSSIBLE ACTION: SH BASEBALL USE OF ELLSWORTH BALLFIELD: Motion by Jensen and seconded by
Olson to approved 2026 use of the Ellsworth Ballfield by the SH program for baseball and T-ball. Roll call votes 4-0.
Motion carried. New Business introduced by Clerk Eckers, there was a request by the public to host a kids kickball club
utilizing the Ellsworth ballfield on Saturdays from 3 pm to 5 pm during the summer months. Motion by Olson and
seconded by Phipps to allow use of the Ellsworth ballfield for a kids kickball club on Saturdays from 3 pm to 5 pm, as
long as there are no conflicts with the baseball or T-ball schedules. Roll call votes 4-0. Motion carried.
PUBLIC HEARING ON PROPOSED PLANS, SPECIFICATIONS, FORM OF CONTRACT, AND ESTIMATE OF COST FOR THE
200,000 GALLON ELEVATED WATER STORAGE TANK PROJECT: Mayor Ankorus opened the hearing at 6:24 pm. No
public comment. Hearing closed at 6:25 pm.
RESOLUTION 03-24-2026 FINALLY APP[ROVING AND CONFIRMING PLANS, SPECIFICATIONS, FORM OF CONTRACT,
AND ESTIMATE OF COST FOR THE 200,000 GALLON ELEVATED WATER STORAGE TANK PROJECT: After discussion
concerning timing of the bid letting, making the current proposed project ineligible for a CDBG grant, and possible fiscal
impact, motion by Phipps and seconded by Jensen to adopt Resolution 03-24-2026. Roll call votes 4-0. Motion carried.
ECA: No Items
FIRE/EMS: No Items
LIBRARY: No Items
PUBLIC WORKS: Public Works Supervisor Vanlangen was present but had no updates for the Council.
CITY HALL: A. Clerk Eckers shared the results of the recent LMI survey she received from COG MIDAS this morning.
Ellsworth sits at 51%, making the city eligible for CDBG grant funding for future projects, as well as other funding sources
available for LMI-qualified communities. B. Motion by Olson and seconded by Phipps to set the FY27 Budget Adoption
Hearing for April 28" at 6 pm. C. Building permits: Clerk Eckers updated the Council on two recently submitted building
permits. Mayor Ankorus will follow through with the Ellsworth Telephone Co-Op on some questions regarding their
permit/design. Public Works Supervisor Vanlangen will follow up with the property owner at 1616 Dayton concerning
easement measurements that might be affected by the proposed installation of a privacy fence. New business: Clerk
Eckers updated the Council on the recent structural failure of the property located on Main Street at 1543 Dewitt Street.
Clerk Eckers will be working with the City attorney to determine how to proceed.
ADJOURNMENT: Motion by Olson and seconded by Jensen to adjourn the meeting at 7:13 pm. Roll call votes 4-0.
Motion carried.

/s/ Barry Anksorus, Mayor

/s/ Heidi Eckers, City Clerk
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