
COUNCIL MINUTES/CLAIMS CITY OF ELLSWORTH July 28, 2026   
 
 
The Ellsworth City Council met in regular session at 6:00 pm on July 28, 2026, at City Hall, with Mayor Anksorus 
presiding, and the following council members present: Sogard, Olson, Jensen, and Phipps.  Also in attendance were Brian 
Zimmerman, Ashley Platte with the ECA, Brian Hill of Halls Backhoe and Tiling, and Jordan Walbaum.  
AGENDA APPROVAL: Motion by Olson, seconded by Jensen to approve the agenda. Roll call votes 4-0.  Motion carried. 
CONSENT AGENDA: Motion by Sogard and seconded by Olson to approve the following items listed on the consent 
agenda: 

a. Motion to approve July 13, 2026 council minutes.  

b. Motion to approve July 28, 2026 payment of claims.  

c. Motion to approve the August 1st fire truck payment of $11,349. 

Roll call votes 4-0. Motion carried, and claims hereby made a portion of these minutes 

PUBLIC FORUM:  None 

ACCESSORY BUILDING 546 DESMOINES AVE UPDATE AND DISCUSSION: Tabled 

E-BIKES/SCOTTERS/ELECTRIC VEHICLES DISCUSSION: Tabled 

CITIZEN COMMENT FORM: SIDEWALKS UPDATE: The Council and Clerk Eckers looked at the new Comprehensive Plan, 
and sidewalk maintenance is considered a high priority and in the 1-3 year timeline for the City.  

LIQUOR LICENSE FOR CITY PARK AUGUST 1: Motion by Jensen and seconded by Phipps to approve Hanson event 
liquor license for the City Park on August 1st.  Roll call votes 4-0.  Motion carried.  

CITY BRUSH SITE DISCUSSION: Mayor Anksorus made copies of the keys to the padlock for the access gate.  They are 
numbered, and now Mayor, all City Council members, City staff, and adjoining property owner have a copy of the keys.  
Residents can request access to any one of these individuals Tuesday through Saturday, 8 am to 7 pm. Motion by Olson 
and seconded by Sogard to approve agreement with legal counsel Lynn Seaba to represent the City on the matter of the 
easement/property access and approved terms and agreement with the current adjoining property owner.  Roll call 
votes 4-0.  Motion carried.  
POLICE BOARD UPDATE: Mayor Anksorus and Councilwoman Olson shared the updated Jewell Ellsworth Police 
Department shield and logo and new decal plans for the police vehicle.  Discussion at the next Police Board meeting 
about hiring a part-time police officer will happen. 
BUILDING CODE INSPECTOR DISCUSSION: Clerk Eckers has reached out to the City Manager for Webster City to discuss 
their process for both building inspections for building permits and also code enforcement for nuisance properties in 
violation of the maintenance ordinances.  Clerk Eckers will set a meeting with Webster City staff and Mayor Anksorus to 
discuss further prior to bringing a proposed plan of action to the Council.   
BOARD OF ADJUSTMENTS APPOINTMENT: Tabled 
LIBRARY: Mayor Anksorus appointed Alyssa Zimmerman of Ellsworth to fill a vacancy on the Library Board.  
FIRE/EMS: None present 
ECA: No items 
PUBLIC WORKS 

A. WATER PLANT UPDATE: The RO system has been running without issue and operating as it should.  Affidavit 
operator Danny Anderson, staff Jordan Walbaum and staff Lee Knickerbocker continue to do testing, plant 
updates and improvements and monitoring.  

B. WATER MAIN LEAK DEWITT AND HWY 175 UPDATE: Two quotes from Hall’s Backhoe and Tiling were 
presented to the Council; as they were not on the agenda, no action could be taken at this time.  Owner 
Brian Hill was present to answer any questions the Council had about the scope of the proposed 
improvements.  Hill recommended Jim Leiding of Bolton and Menk to file the required DNR permits for the 
water main replacement if the Council was going to move forward with the project.  

C. PUBLIC WORKS POSTED POSITION UPDATE: Clerk Eckers updated the Council on the status of the job 
posting.  To date, three applications have been received and forwarded to the Personnel Committee.  

CITY HALL:  
A. ACCOUNTING ASSOCIATE POSITION UPDATE AND POSSIBLE HIRE ACTION: Clerk Eckers updated the Council 

on the receipt of three applications for the posted position. Personnel Committee will be meeting with the 
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candidates for interviews on August 4th. Motion by Olson to approve hire of an individual to fill the position 
at the discretion of the Personnel Committee on August 4th, considered probationary until final Council 
decision at the August 10th meeting. Seconded by Sogard.  Roll call votes 4-0.  Motion carried.  

Clerk Eckers shared the final mural design by Siriaco Garcia for the side of the City Hall building abutting the City 
downtown greenspace.  

ADJOURNMENT: Motion by Jensen and seconded by Olson to adjourn the meeting at 6:54 pm.  Roll call votes 4-0.  
Motion carried.  

 /s/ Barry Anksorus, Mayor 
 /s/ Heidi Eckers, City Clerk  

   
 
X_________________________________                 X_____________________________ 
Barry Anksorus, Mayor                                                    Heidi Eckers, City Clerk 


