
COUNCIL MINUTES/CLAIMS CITY OF ELLSWORTH July 13, 2026   
 
 
The Ellsworth City Council met in regular session at 6:00 pm on July 13, 2026, at City Hall, with Mayor Anksorus 
presiding, and the following council members present: Sogard, Olson, Jensen, Phipps, and Funk.  Also in attendance 
were Brian Zimmerman, Ashley Platte with the ECA, Brittany Williams with the ECA, Jordan Walbaum, and Lori Crouse.  
AGENDA APPROVAL: Motion by Funk, seconded by Olson to approve the agenda. Roll call votes 5-0.  Motion carried. 
CONSENT AGENDA: Motion by Funk and seconded by Olson to approve the following items listed on the consent 
agenda: 

a. Motion to approve June 23, 2026 council minutes.  

b. Motion to approve July 13, 2026 payment of claims.  

c. Motion to approve Dollar General Liquor License. 

d. Motion to approve Sign Pro sign permit for BVS Solutions.  

Roll call votes 5-0. Motion carried, and claims hereby made a portion of these minutes 

PUBLIC FORUM:  None 

PUBLIC HEARING FY 27 BUDGET AMENDMENT: Mayor Anksorus opened the public hearing at 6:02 pm.  No public 
present for the hearing. Hearing closed at 63 pm.  

RESOLUTION 07-13-2026 ADOPTING FY 27 BUDGET AMENDMENT: Motion by Funk and seconded by Olson to approve 
Resolution 07-13-2026 adopting FY 27 Budget Amendment. Roll call votes 5-0.  Motion carried.  

BRUSH NUISANCE ABATEMENT EXTENSION REQUEST: Lori Crouse requested an extension from the City concerning the 
overgrowth of brush at 436 Brinton Ave.  Motion by Sogard and seconded by Funk to grant a 30-day extension. Roll call 
votes 5-0.  Motion carried.  

PERSONNEL COMMITTEE 

A. EMPLOYMENT MATTER: Due to failure to complete Level 1 water operator testing and lagoon/wastewater 
certifications, as per the motion passed by Council on June 23, 2026, City Public Works Supervisor Nick 
Vanlangen’s position is terminated effective immediately. Discussion followed about posting the position as 
presented by the Personnel Committee. Motion by Funk and seconded by Sogard to post for a Public Works 
employee for a 30-day application period starting Wednesday, July 15, when published in the South 
Hamilton Record News. Roll call votes 5-0.  Motion carried. Personnel also recommended the temporary 
non-benefited hire of Jordan Walbaum to do daily water testing under the supervision of affidavit operator 
Danny Anderson. Motion by Sogard and seconded by Olson to hire Jordan Walbaum at $20/hour and less 
than 20 hours per week for no more than 6 months to maintain temporary status.  Roll call votes 5-0.  
Motion carried. 

B. NEW CITY HALL EMPLOYEE HIRE: After discussion about amending the job description to include that it is 
not a remote position, motion by Funk and seconded by Olson to post a job opening for a part time 
accounting associate. Roll call votes 5-0.  Motion carried.  

CITY BRUSH SITE DISCUSSION: The Council was presented with a draft of an agreement prepared by Clerk Eckers 
between the City and Thomas Wirth, owner of the adjacent property to the City Brush Dump and Lagoons. Motion by 
Jensen and seconded by Sogard to present the agreement to the currently adjacent property owners. Roll call votes 5-0.  
Motion carried.  
ACCESSORY BUILDING 546 DESMOINES AVE: Councilman Funk has tried to contact the property owner to have a 
discussion about the non-compliance concerning setbacks.  He will have another update for Council at the July 28 
session. 

E-BIKE/SCOOTERS/ELECTRIC VEHICLES: The Council was presented with a first draft of Ordinance No. 72 “Bicycle and 
Mobility Regulations” for the City of Ellsworth. After discussion, the Council instructed Clerk Eckers to edit with no age 
requirements/limitations, and to present a fee schedule at the next Council meeting.  

FIREWORKS ORDINANCE DISCUSSION: Council discussed adding in the current Iowa Code to the local Ordinance as 
required by Iowa Code. Clerk Eckers will prepare draft of the updated Ordinance by the July 28th Council meeting. 
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THIRD READING PROPOSED WATER RATE ORDINANCE NO. 605:  Motion by Sogard and seconded by Phipps to approve 
the third reading of Ordinance No. 605 amending the water rates.  Roll call votes 5-0.  Motion carried.  
RESOLUTION 07-13-2026(2) ADOPTING ORDINANCE NO. 65 WATER RATES: Motion by Jensen and seconded by Phipps 
to adopt Ordinance No. 605 amending the water rates. Roll call votes 5-0.  Motion carried. Rates will go into effect for 
August usage and billing due the 20th of September 2026. 
HWY 175/UBBEN CROSSWALK UPDATE AND DISCUSSION: Councilwoman Sogard reached out to the DOT with 
questions about requirements for a crosswalk.  The City would be required to install and maintain sidewalks on 
Ubben/Delphi both North and South of Hwy 175 and maintain the painted crosswalk lines across Hwy 175.  Due to the 
number of utilities located on the city easement along Ubben/Delphi and the South and West corner of the intersection 
a sidewalk installation would not be possible. Councilwoman Sogard will request through the DOT if it would be possible 
to reduce the speed along Hwy 175 as a precaution concerning pedestrian traffic crossing the Highway to patron Dollar 
General.  
POLICE 28E AGREEMENT: Motion to approve the FY27 Agreement for the Ellsworth Jewell Police Department by Jensen 
and seconded by Olson.  Roll call votes 5-0.  Motion carried. 
PARKS BOARD: Councilwoman Olson and Councilwoman Sogard will arrange a meeting of the Parks Board in August for 
an update and to start project planning for improvements to the City Park. 
LIBRARY: Council was presented with a letter of resignation from Board member Kris Groth.  Mayor Anksorus will 
appoint a replacement at the July 28th Council meeting.  
FIRE/EMS: None present 
ECA: Ashley Platte and Brittany Williams were present to update the Council on how the Ellsworth Extravaganza went.  
The group is hoping to make this an annual instead of biannual event. There was an aggressive dog at large issue during 
the 5K as a part of the weekend, Clerk Eckers and Officer Morton were made aware of the incident and are currently 
working on tighter verbiage to the local dog ordinance so that this does not happen in the future. The Group also alerted 
the City to the lack of power to the box on the pole in the park by the basketball courts.   
PUBLIC WORKS 

A. LAGOONS UPDATE: Tabled 
B. WATER PLANT UPDATE: The RO system is being worked on by Wigen’s contractor and will be online this 

week 
C. WATER MAIN LEAK DEWITT AND HWY 175: Public Works employee Lee Knickerbocker will test the water 

and, if needed, call Halls Excavating for repair.  

CITY HALL: None 
ADJOURNMENT: Motion by Jensen and seconded by Funk to adjourn the meeting at 8:45 pm.  Roll call votes 4-0.  
Motion carried.  

 /s/ Barry Anksorus, Mayor 
 /s/ Heidi Eckers, City Clerk  

   
 
X_________________________________                 X_____________________________ 
Barry Anksorus, Mayor                                                    Heidi Eckers, City Clerk 


