
COUNCIL MINUTES/CLAIMS CITY OF ELLSWORTH April 13, 2026   
 
 
The Ellsworth City Council met in regular session at 6:02 pm at City Hall on March 24, 2026, with Mayor Anksorus 
presiding, and the following council members present: Funk, Olson, Phipps, and Jensen.  Also in attendance were Brian 
Zimmerman, Fire Chief Jaysen Evans, Bolton and Menk engineer Jim Leiding, Library board member Linda Bottorff, 
Library Director Roxann Boyce, City Financial Advisor Nate Summers, Nolan Bower, and Kurtis Bower.    
   
AGENDA APPROVAL: Motion by Olson, seconded by Phipps to approve the agenda. Roll call votes 4-0.  Motion carried. 
 
CONSENT AGENDA: Motion by Phipps and seconded by Olson to approve the following items listed on the consent 
agenda: 

a. Motion to approve March 24, 2026 council minutes.  

b. Motion to approve April 2, 2026  special session council minutes. 

c. Motion to approve April 13th payment of claims.  

e. Motion to approve Maverik Tobacco Permit.  

Roll call votes 4-0. Motion carried, and claims hereby made a portion of these minutes. 

 
PUBLIC FORUM:  Kurtis Bower of Roland, Iowa, is running for District 55 state representative.  He was present to 
introduce himself to the Council, Mayor, community, and city staff.   
RESOLUTION TO SET THE DATE FOR HEARING ON PROPOSAL TO ENTER INTO A GENERAL OBLIGATION WATER 
IMPROVEMENT LOAN AND DISBURSEMENT AGREEMENT AND TO BORROW MONEY THEREUNDER IN A PRINCIPAL 
AMOUNT NOT TO EXCEED $1,000,000: City financial advisor with UMB Bank Nate Summers, presented council with a 
summary of Ellsworth’s debt limit and valuation trends, and was present to answer any questions the Council had.  
Motion by Phipps and seconded by Olson to approve Resolution 04-13-2026 Resolution to fix a date for a public hearing 
on proposal to enter into a General Obligation Water Improvement Loan and Disbursement Agreement and to borrow 
money thereunder in a principal amount not to exceed $1,000,000 on May 11, 2026, 6 pm. Roll call votes 4-0.  Motion 
carried.    
RESOLUTION AWARDING CONTRACT FOR THE 200,000 GALLON ELEVATED WATER STORAGE TANK PROJECT: Jim 
Leiding with Bolton and Menk was present to answer any questions the Council had concerning the project and to 
present the bids received at the April 7th bid letting at City Hall. Motion by Phipps and seconded by Jensen to approve 
Resolution 04-13-2026(2) awarding contract for the 200,000 Gallon Elevated Water Storage Tank Project to low bid 
Phoenix Fabricators in the amount of $2,905,324 and including the alternate amount for a 300,000 Gallon capacity of 
$178,449. Roll call votes 4-0.  Motion carried.  
LIBRARY:  Board member Linda Bottorff and Library Director Roxann Boyce were present to request a credit card for the 
library for emergency purchases. Council discussed reservations stemming from past credit card abuse by previous staff, 
as well as the need for open communication with the city clerk regarding planned purchases through the city’s existing 
tax-exempt accounts.  Clerk Eckers did mention that coding the individual charges coming in off a credit card can be 
time-consuming, and preferred the system already in place for getting the library supplies and books they need. Motion 
by Funk and seconded by Phipps to allow a probationary credit card with a monthly limit of $50.  Roll call votes 4-0.  
Motion carried.  
ECA: No Items  
FIRE/EMS: Fire Chief Jaysen Evans was present to discuss the need for and to provide a quote for purchasing a new 
ambulance for the city of Ellsworth’s EMS department. This purchase would be using funding available through the new 
tax fund for EMS services. The quote from NCL Government Capital Lease Servicing Center for a Crestline CCL166 Ford E-
Series Ambulance is $216,313.62, and with a trade-in of the current Ambulance purchase price, would be $208,813.62, 
with the first payment due at the end of May 2026. Motion by Phipps and seconded by Olson to approve the purchase 
of the new ambulance using levied funds.  Roll call votes 4-0.  Motion carried. 
PUBLIC WORKS: Public Works Supervisor Vanlangen, affidavit operator Alan Hanson, continue to work with Wigen’s 
water and Bolton and Menk to troubleshoot the RO system.  The first stage RO membranes arrived at the water plant 
today and will be installed by the end of the week.  Bolton and Menk engineer Derek Ten Pas, who was present the last 
time RO membranes were replaced, submitted a memorandum recommending that source water be tested at a 
minimum before installing any more membranes and turning the RO system on. Vanlangen has been in regular 
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communication with DNR officials to remain in compliance and ensure appropriate steps are taken to continue providing 
safe drinking water to Ellsworth’s residents.  Councilman Phipps discussed with Council that he has researched and 
discussed a replacement water affidavit operator should the need arise in the future.  Motion by Funk and seconded by 
Jensen to pursue a meeting with the current affidavit operator, supervisor Vanlangen, and the proposed 
new/replacement operator in the next month. Roll call votes 3-0 with Phipps abstaining.  
CITY HALL: a. Clerk Eckers confirmed final meeting with ISU College of Design students involved in the comprehensive 
planning process, the city will host lunch with the students on April 22nd at the city park shelter house for final review of 
the document. b. Since the second weather siren has been installed, there have been complaints that the two sirens 
haven’t been in sync.  Supervisor Vanlangen will contact the Ellsworth Telephone Cooperative to determine whether 
there’s a network issue that can be resolved. c. Clerk Eckers requested that, now that the trees have budded out, a tree 
inventory be taken on privately owned dead, diseased, or dangerous trees within city limits. Mayor Anksorus has been 
working on a mapping system, and this will be presented at the next Council meeting. d. Motion by Olson and seconded 
by Funk to set Public Hearing for FY25/26 Budget Amendment for May 11th 6 pm.  Roll call votes 4-0. Motion carried. e. 
Nate Summers, City Financial Advisor, presented the Council with a current pro forma including proposed water rate 
structure and rate changes due to the new water tower project, and its financial effect on the city’s water fund for debt 
repayment. No actions were taken at this time.  
ADJOURNMENT: Motion by Funk and seconded by Jensen to adjourn the meeting at 8:48 pm.  Roll call votes 4-0.  
Motion carried.  

 /s/ Barry Anksorus, Mayor 
 /s/ Heidi Eckers, City Clerk  

   
 
X_________________________________                 X_____________________________ 
Barry Anksorus, Mayor                                                    Heidi Eckers, City Clerk 


